

THE STATE OF TEXAS	*	COMMISSIONERS COURT

COUNTY OF KENEDY	*	OF KENEDY COUNTY, TEXAS

	On the 9th day of June, 2025, at 9:00 o'clock a.m., a regular meeting of the Commissioners Court of Kenedy County, Texas, was held in the Kenedy County Courthouse. 

	Commissioner present:
	Charles E. Burns, County Judge
	Joe Recio, Commissioner, Precinct No. 1
Sarita Armstrong-Hixon, Commissioner, Precinct No. 3
	Jose Salazar, Commissioner, Precinct No. 4

	Also present:
	Veronica Vela, County & District Clerk
	Deanna Esquivel, Administrative Secretary
Cynthia Salinas, County Treasurer
	Leo Villarreal, Administrative Assistant
	Stephanie Garza, Elections Administrator
Jose E. Mendietta, Fire Chief
Allison Strauss, County Attorney
	Seferino Gutierrez, Maintenance Supervisor
	JP Patricia Fain
	JP Jana Norrell
	JP Cecilia Schulz
	Sheriff Ramon Salinas
	Tom Denney, Chief Appraiser
	Anita Garza, KCCAD
	Andy Garza, Kenedy County GCD
	Kirsten Mendez
	Hector Castaneda, ARDURRA
	Frank Escobedo, County Agent
	Deputy Platas
	Captain Eddie Cruz
	William Dieterle
	Dallas Winterrown, Globe Life

	Absent:
Israel Vela, Jr., Commissioner, Precinct No. 2
	Irma Longoria, County Tax Assessor/Collector
	Dave Furzer, Sarita Sewer & Water Service
	Roberto Alegria, Constable

1. Call Meeting to Order at 9:00 a.m.

	Judge Charles E. Burns called the meeting to order a 9:00 a.m.

2. Pledge of Allegiance. 

	Judge Charles E. Burns led the Commissioners Court and the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. Receive Public Comments.

	Judge Charles E. Burns commented that a date with the Department Heads regarding a hurricane awareness meeting needed to be set.

4. Discuss & Act on the Regular Minutes of May 12th, 2025, and the Special Meeting Minutes of May 23rd, 2025. 

	Judge Charles E. Burns presented the Commissioners Court the Minutes of the regular May 12, 2025, and special May 23, 2025 meeting.

	Commissioner Sarita Armstrong-Hixon moved and Commissioner Joe Recio seconded the motion; the motion was unanimously passed that the Minutes of the regular May 12, 2025, and special May 23, 2025 meetings be accepted as presented.
                         
5. Report from TXDOT Regarding the Construction of the US Highway 77 / I69 through Kenedy County. 

	The TxDot Representative was not present.  Judge Charles E. Burns expressed concern regarding accidents and traffic issues due to the construction, specifically an accident at the barricades which backed traffic up for a substantial time.

	Commissioner Sarita Armstrong-Hixon moved and Commissioner Joe Recio seconded the motion; the motion was unanimously passed that this item be postponed.

	Rene Davila, TxDot Representative, arrived at 9:53 a.m. and informed the Commissioners Court that the construction project is being done by three separate construction companies and that completion of the three construction segments are as follows:

	Segment 1 – main lanes – 8 miles to Norias:  Completion date: July 2028
	Segment 2 – 9 miles north of Norias:  Completion Date:  January 2028
	Segment 3 – overpass project:  Completion Date:  January 2027

	He further reported that water for the projects is obtained by written permits with the owner of the land and that the Border Patrol Station will be coordinated with the construction of Highway 69.  He informed Judge Burns that a letter should be written to TxDOT Andres Espinoza regarding the proposed use of Kenedy County water tanks.

	Commissioner Sarita Armstrong-Hixon moved and Commissioner Joe Recio seconded the motion; the motion was unanimously passed that the TxDot report be accepted as presented.

6. Discuss & Act on the Treasurer’s Monthly Report and Transfers.

	Cynthia Salinas, County Treasurer, presented the Commissioners Court with the Treasurer’s May 2025 monthly report and transfers.

	Commissioner Sarita Armstrong-Hixon moved and Commissioner Joe Recio seconded the motion; the motion was unanimously passed that the Treasurer’s May 2025 monthly report and transfers be approved as presented.

7. Discuss & Act on the Sheriff’s Monthly Report.

Captain Eddie Cruz presented the Commissioners Court with the Sheriff’s monthly and Chapter 59 reports for the month of May 2025.  He stated that there had been three major accidents, nine non-major accidents, four injuries and 19 non-injuries, ten arrests and 31 stranded motorists.  He further stated that the drone program with Williamson County had no restrictions and everything was American made.

	Commissioner Sarita Armstrong-Hixon moved and Commissioner Joe Recio seconded the motion; the motion was unanimously passed that the Sheriff’s monthly and Chapter 59 reports for the month of May 2025 be approved as presented.

8. Discuss & Act on the Fire Chief’s Monthly.

Jose E. Mendietta, Fire Chief, presented the Commissioners Court with his monthly report for the month of May 2025.  He reported as follows:

1. Training at the wind farms and that a transformer had blown up, and two weeks later, it was still smoking
2. Still having issues with the transformer smoking at one of the windfarms
3. He ran out of foam and spoke with Brooks County to order foam and combine shipping
4. Fire conference coming up which he will be attending
5. Burn bans will be going into effect
6. Lights at the fire station need to be replaced
7. The tractor has a flashing light that needs to be repaired at a cost of $1500 to $2000
8. A grant for ambulances is available
9. He is waiting on the title for the water tanker truck from Brooks County and license plates are needed.
10. The trailer and tanker truck are both insured.  The County Attorney stated that if both are insured, the District should be good.
11. The medical clinic is being used
12. An electrical fire on the east side of Highway 77 was extinguished
13. Did training with new volunteers
14. There were six calls in May and one grass fire
15. That in the future, the Emergency Management Plan will be included in his monthly report

	Commissioner Sarita Armstrong-Hixon moved and Commissioner Joe Recio seconded the motion; the motion was unanimously passed that the Fire Chief’s report be accepted as presented.

9. Discuss & Act on the Maintenance Department Monthly Report.

	Seferino Gutierrez, Maintenance Supervisor, informed the Commissioners Court of the following:

1. The Judge’s office air conditioning unit arrived and should be installed by the end of this week
2. He needs to contact TJ Electric regarding the backup information on the generator
3. He will begin poisoning weeds and cutting trees
4. He will weed eat to the property owners’ fence lines
5. He is concerned with dogs
6. Need sand bags for hurricanes; will visit with William Dieterle
7. 4-5 rattle snakes have been killed in Sarita and the employees are wearing rattlesnake guards
8. Has been spraying regular bees
9. Homer Garza will remove bee nests for $175.00
10. Will look to see if bees are a public issue and the removal is covered by insurance – TAC should be contacted on this matter
11. JP building air conditioning pressure needs to be repaired while still under warranty

	Commissioner Sarita Armstrong-Hixon moved and Commissioner Joe Recio seconded the motion; the motion was unanimously passed that the Maintenance Department’s report be accepted as presented.
10. Discuss & Act on Dave Furzer’s Sewer & Report Water System Monthly Report.

	Dave Furzer was not present at the Commissioners Court.

	Commissioner Sarita Armstrong-Hixon moved and Commissioner Joe Recio seconded the motion; the motion was unanimously passed that this item be postponed.

11. Receive Nedee Garcia Regarding the Mobile Food Pantry’s Monthly Report and Act If Necessary.

	Nedee Garcia informed the Commissioners Court of the following:

1. An anonymous $2,500 donation had been made; however, the payee made the check out to Nedee Garcia instead of the Food Bank and she will be contacting the Food Bank to get in touch with the donor and have the donor reissue the check to the Food Bank.
2. She is in need of the list of families who need or would like assistance because there are issues getting donation boxes to the families, especially ones who live on ranches and needs the name of the contact person for Norias and Armstrong.
3. The Food Bank provides food boxes every 4th Monday of the month.

	Commissioner Sarita Armstrong-Hixon moved and Commissioner Joe Recio seconded the motion; the motion was unanimously passed that Nedee Garcia’s report be accepted as presented.

12. Discuss & Act on the Tax Assessor-Collector’s Monthly Report.

	Irma Longoria, County Tax Assessor-Collector, was not present; therefore, Judge Charles E. Burns presented the Commissioners Court with the Tax Assessor-Collector’s Monthly Report from September 24, 2024 to June 6, 2025.  She stated that $5,594,141.88 had been collected for the County and $5,895.00 are delinquent.

	Commissioner Sarita Armstrong-Hixon moved and Commissioner Joe Recio seconded the motion; the motion was unanimously passed that the County Tax Assessor-Collector’s report be approved as presented.

13. Receive Hector Castaneda, with Ardurra, Regarding the Update and Public Input on the Master Drainage Study.

	Hector Castaneda with Ardurra reported to the Commissioners Court that the county plan should be ready by late July or August and that no public comments have been received.

	Commissioner Sarita Armstrong-Hixon moved and Commissioner Joe Recio seconded the motion; the motion was unanimously passed that the Master Drainage report be accepted as provided.

14. Consent Agenda:
(A) Approve Travel Expenses for Robert Alegria to Attend the Basic Civil Process Class for Constables in Dallas, Tx on June 9-13th, 2025. ($1,237.33 within budget)
(B) Approve Travel Expenses for Stephanie G. Garza to Attend the Secretary of State’s 43rd Annual Election Law Seminar in Round Rock, Tx on August 10th- 13th, 2025.
($1,700 within budget)
(C) Approve Travel Expenses for Irma Longoria to Attend the 2025 TAC Texas legislative Conference in Austin, Tx on August 27-29, 2025. ($1,327.96 within budget)
(D) Approve Travel Expenses for Robert Alegria to Attend the Constable Continuing Education Class in Huntsville, Tx on July 21-25, 2025. ($495.68 within budget)
(E) Approve Travel Expenses for Robert Alegria to Attend the TCIC/NCIC Less the Full Training in Bay City, Tx on June 24- 26, 2025. ($423.82 within budget)
(F) Approve Travel Expenses for Stephanie G. Garza to Attend the Summer Regional Training in Beeville, Tx on June 11-12th, 2025. ($311.16 within budget)
(G) Approve Travel Expenses for Stephanie G. Garza to Attend the Regional Training in Cameron County, Tx on July 16-17th, 2025. ($1,000.00 within budget)
(H) Approve Lodging and Meal Expenses for Sheriff Ramon Salinas, III to attend the Sheriff’s Conference in Fort Worth, TX on July 11th – 16th, 2025. ($1,850.00 within budget)
(I) Approve Lodging and Meal Expenses for Eddie Cruz to Attend the Sheriff’s Conference Fort Worth, TX on July 11th – 15th, 2025. ($1,285.00 within budget)
(J) Approve Lodging Expenses for Ashley Gonzalez to attend CJIS Conference in Corpus Christ, TX on June 9th – 11th, 2025. ($362 State Allocated Monies)
(K) Approve Lodging Expenses for Diana Serna to Attend CJIS Conference in Corpus Christi, TX on June 9th – 12th, 2025. ($456 State Allocated Monies)

	Judge Charles E. Burns informed the Commissioners Court that the following Commissioners, employees and/or officials needed to attend the below seminars and conferences and costs be advanced thereon, as follows:

	Name:		Robert Alegria
	Seminar:	Basic Civil Process Class for Constables
	Place:		Dallas, Texas
	Date:		June 9-13, 2025
	Amount:	$1,237.33

	Name:		Stephanie Garza
	Seminar:	Secretary of State’s 43rd Annual Election Law Seminar
	Place:		Round Rock, Texas
	Date:		August 10-13, 2025
	Amount:	$1,700.00

	Name:		Irma Longoria
	Seminar:	2025 TAC Texas Legislative Conference
	Place:		Austin, Texas
	Date:		August 27-29, 2025
	Amount:	$1,327.96

	Name:		Robert Alegria
	Seminar:	Constable Continuing Education Class
	Place:		Huntsville, Texas
	Date:		July 21-25, 2025
	Amount:	$495.68

	Name:		Robert Alegria
[bookmark: _Hlk197875629]	Seminar:	TCIC/NCIC less the full training day
	Place:		Bay City, Texas
	Date:		June 24-26, 2025
	Amount:	$423.82

	Name:		Stephanie G. Garza
	Seminar:	Summer Regional Training
	Place:		Beeville, Texas	
	Date:		June 11-12, 2025
	Amount:	$311.16

	Name:		Stephanie G. Garza
	Seminar:	Regional Training
	Place:		Cameron County, Texas	
	Date:		July 16-17, 2025
	Amount:	$1,000.00

	Commissioner Sarita Armstrong-Hixon moved and Commissioner Joe Recio seconded the motion; the motion was unanimously passed that the Consent Agenda be approved, the above officials and employees are authorized to attend their respective trainings and that the County advance the costs thereof provided that proper receipts be provided to the County Treasurer.

15. Discuss & Act on the Purchase of a New Air Conditioning Unit for the Judge’s Office Not to Exceed $15,000.00. 

	Judge Charles E. Burns informed the Commissioners Court of the need to consider purchasing a new air conditioning unit for the Judge’s office in an amount not to exceed $15,000.00.

	Commissioner Sarita Armstrong-Hixon moved and Commissioner Joe Recio seconded the motion; the motion was unanimously passed that a new air conditioning unit be purchased for the Judge’s office in an amount not to exceed $15,000.00.

16. Discuss & Act on the Quotes from Boswell Elliff and Ford of Boerne Regarding the Purchase of a Truck for the Maintenance Dept.

	Judge Charles E. Burns informed the Commissioners Court of the need to consider the bids received from Boswell Elliff in the amount of $68,469.92 and Ford of Boerne in the amount of $67,823.14 regarding the purchase of a truck for the Maintenance Department.

	Commissioner Sarita Armstrong-Hixon moved and Commissioner Joe Recio seconded the motion; the motion was unanimously passed that Ford of Boerne’s bid of $67,823.14 be accepted for the purchase of a truck for the Maintenance Department and the cost thereof be paid from the Road & Bridge Fund.

17. Discuss & Act on Accepting the Petition of 25 or More Registered Voters in Kenedy County as Per Section 42.006 (c) for the Continuation of the Election Precincts in Kenedy County.

	Stephanie G. Garza, Elections Administrator, informed the Commissioners Court of the need to consider accepting the Petition signed by More than 25 Registered Voters in Kenedy County pursuant to Section 42.006(c), Texas Government Code, for the continuation of the election precincts in Kenedy County as they presently exist and that the petition needs to be filed with the County and the District Clerk and accepted by those officers.

	Commissioner Sarita Armstrong-Hixon moved and Commissioner Joe Recio seconded the motion; the motion was unanimously passed that the Petition signed by 25 or More Registered Voters in Kenedy County pursuant to Section 42.006(c), Texas Government Code, for the continuation of the election precincts as they presently exist in Kenedy County be accepted as presented and be provided to the County and District Clerk.

18. Discuss & Act on the TAC 2025-2026 Pool Renewal Regarding the Health and Employee Benefits.

	Judge Charles E. Burns informed the Commissioners Court of the need to consider renewal of the TAC 2025-2026 Pool Renewal regarding the health and employee benefits.


	Commissioner Sarita Armstrong-Hixon moved and Commissioner Joe Recio seconded the motion; the motion was unanimously passed that the TAC 2025-2026 Pool Renewal regarding the health and employee benefits be renewed as presented.

19. Discuss & Act on Supporting the Resolution for Immediate Federal Action to Combat the Threat of the New World Screwworm Fly to Livestock, Wildlife, and the Rural Economy.

	Judge Charles E. Burns informed the Commissioners Court of the need to consider supporting the Resolution for Immediate Federal Action to Combat the Threat of the New World Screwworm Fly to livestock, wildlife and the rural economy.  Judge Burns proceeded to read the Resolution.

	Commissioner Sarita Armstrong-Hixon moved and Commissioner Joe Recio seconded the motion; the motion was unanimously passed that the Resolution for Immediate Federal Action to Combat the Threat of the New World Screwworm Fly to Livestock, Wildlife and the Rural Economy be adopted as presented.

20. Discuss & Act on a 2026 Budget Workshop Date.

	Judge Charles E. Burns informed the Commissioners Court of the need to consider setting a date to conduct the 2026 Budget Workshop.

	Commissioner Sarita Armstrong-Hixon moved and Commissioner Joe Recio seconded the motion; the motion was unanimously passed that a 2026 Budget Workshop be held on June 24, 2025 at 9:00 a.m.

21. Discuss & Act on Payment of Bills.

	Judge Charles E. Burns informed the Commissioners Court of the need to pay the bills presented.

	Commissioner Sarita Armstrong-Hixon moved and Commissioner Joe Recio seconded the motion; the motion was unanimously passed that the bills be paid as presented.

22. EXECUTIVE SESSION: TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE, § 551.071, § 551.072, § 551.073, § 551.074

	An Executive Session was not necessary and was not held.

23. Open Session: Discuss & Act on Items Addressed in Executive Session.

	There having been no Executive Session, an Open Session was not held.

24. Adjournment.

	There being no other business to discuss, Commissioner Sarita Armstrong-Hixon moved and Commissioner Joe Recio seconded the motion; the motion was unanimously passed that the Commissioners Court meeting be adjourned at 10:40 a.m.     
                                                       

/s/ Charles E. Burns__________
                                                                        Charles E. Burns, County Judge
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VERONICA VELA,
Clerk of Commissioners Court
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